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ACTION ARA-20 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 SAM-01 10-14 OMB-01 AID-20 PC-10 DRC-01 /145 W 

001124 

R291910Z JAN 74 
FM AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2084 
INFO USCINCSO 

UNCLAS LA PAZ 0597 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, BL 

SUBJECT: ARMED FORCES SOMMANDER DENOUNCES EXTREMIST 
ACTIVITIES IN COCHABAMBA VALLEY. 

1. GENERAL CARLOS ALCOREZA, CHIEF OF THE JOINT COMMAND OF THE 
ARMED FORCES, DENOUNCED ALLEGED PRESENCE OF EXTREMIST 
AGITATORS IN COCHABAMBA VALLEY JANUARY 28, WHILE SIMULTANEOUSLY 
AFFIRMING CONTINUED EXISTENCE OF MILITARY-CAMPESINO PACT. 

ALCOREZA STATED THAT "FOREIGN ELEMENTS" AMONG COCHABAMBA 
CAMPESINOS WERE INCITING THEM TO CLOCK ROADS, EVEN THOUGH 
MAJORITY OF CAMPESINO POPULACE REMAINS ON SIDE OF THE ARMED 
FORCES. ARMED FORCES COMMANDER FURTHER ACCUSED EXTREMISTS 

OF PROVIDING CAMPESINOS W TH ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN LARGE 
QUANTITIES, ADDING COMMENT THAT "WE WANTED TO TALK DIRECTLY 
WITH THE CAMPESINO LEADERS, BUT UNFORTUNATELY THEY ARE IN 
A STATE OF CONTINUAL DRUNKENNESS." 

2. IN OTHER STATEMENTS TO PRESS, ALCOREZA CONFIRMED REPORTS 
THAT ONE SQUADRON OF "TARAPACA" MOTORIZED ELEMENT HAD BEEN 

SENT TO COCHABAMBA VALLEY " TO ASSIST IN OBTAINING SOCIAL 
TRANQUILLITY". HOWEVER. ARMED FORCES COMMANDER DENIED THAT 
ANY ARMED CONFRONTATION HAD OCCURED BETWEEN MILITARY FORCES AND 
DEMONSTRATORS, NOTING THAT PROBLEM IS A POLITICAL ONE WHICH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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MUST BE RESOLVED BY DIALOGUE BETWEEN CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES AND 
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DEMONSTRATORS. 
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